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4 /72
Dearest Williampuss, L-1€%8 P f/é-l
5 The day has come, gnd I ‘em now a free and untrammeled
woman, So, not towaste ang time, I shall go into Miami with the
letter to the Passport sgent there to-motrow af'ternoon, thoroughly

Prepared to be lan%hed at uproariously, I ghall ce tainly make
a most noble effort to suceed, becaus% as I have often mgntioned,

this walking around without touching the ground is getting to be

such a bore! I am likewise going to spesk very seriously to my
Super-boss, Mr, Grossman, sbout going shipside to Brazild preparatory
to going shipside to Africa, I am very anxious to learn if those

three lady missionaries you mentioned went by plane or boat, and if
by plane how thpg did it., It occurred to me that it would not be
necessary to go all the way by “oeing, perhaps, Boeings would be

hard to go shipside on, becuase of their lack of definite schedules.
If I could go down to Brazil by the Eastern “ivision planes it would
probably be relatively easieex, I.e., I know when planes are going to
Sgn Juen, to Trinidad, and to the Braziliam stops, and with patience
and not much baggage i ould get on one of them, A%ter that T would

De offloaded all dwn the line, undoubtedly., First at San Juan, then at
Port of Spain, and so forth. At each one of the places where I was
offloaded I would have to go through the same situation again, bu€ the
consolation is that at no place in the Eastern Hivision is the situation
quite as bad as it is out of Miami itself, This would not be a cheap
process, by any means, I would certainly strive desperstely to make

it on as little money as gossible, and at the places down the line

the expenses would probeb % not be as high as they would be right here
in Miami, One thing I would be prepared %or, and that is the waitingi
I would be an expert shipside-goer, from having watched so many poor
sould in their agony, Once in Brezil, my hopeful theory is that it
wouldn't be too desparately dificult to get the rest of the way.
Whether this is actually true or not, I really don't know, Bight now

I feel so very tired of this life without you that I would be willing
to take one of those boats= but of course if it were possible to do it
the other way I & ould certainly prefer not to risk my life,

Anyway, it's lovely to be embarking on the second phase of
this battle! My goodness, angel-pie, what a nice love we are going to
have when all th%s business is over and we are to-gether! Something
We have worked over and striven hard for, something we have suffered
and waited for! I have a feeling that I shall always be a trifle smug
about Us, Unlimitted (OK, that's not how you spell iti) and feel
quite superior to other couples who have met a2t a Fraternity dance, gone
@round together for six months or so, ammounced thier engagement at
tea dances, gotten married and ploomp, that's all.,.. Oh my, I'm smug
aglready, How dreadful, We shall have a fine feathered life with
variety and spice and love and companionship and nothing ordinary
éxcept the things we want to be comfortably ordinary. Shan't we,
Willlampuss? And you shall be very lucky and I shall be very lucky
end we'll never be alone again) With time, and effort.

. My mother finally has come down to visit me, so we are in
the midst of a long, perpetual bull=session., It's wonderful to have
someone in the house when I come home from work, and someone to share
things with, Memma, who is DEFINITELY not the type, has rented herself
& bicycle and is pump ng herself around town on it like a trooper,
much to everyone's surprice and glee- most of all her own, She is
el present exhausted after every ride, but undoubtedly she will begin
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to get stronger at it after a while, éhe has not ridden one
since she was si®gteen, and the thing that made her get on it %
in the first place was my reminding her that what the Queen of i
Holland can do, she ought to be able to do}{ Whereupon she

hopped on and precariously rode off! To me it is a very in-
congruous sight, but other people who don't know it's my mamma
who has never ridden a bicyecle within the memory of man don't
think anything of it.

I have been introducing her to my friends little by

little one at a time, so she will be able to get used to them,
My landlord came over last night and 1 made supper for them,
They takked up a_ storm and seemed to ﬁet along fine together, 2l- {
f ough there again it wasn't exactly amma's speed, My landlord is
a very kind and helpful man, but he's an ex-pilot and barnstormer,
with dipsomaniacal tendancies a2t times, We get along fine to-

gether because he ie vary lonesome too, and wants to get married &
except he can't seem to find z woman,ri¥ou7ould disapprove of him N
in one way, however: he is alweys (unsuccessfully, of course) 3
try.ng to marry me off to one of his other tenants, feeling as he does!
that no one shoudd be unmarried! He can't understend why I'm not 1
interested, just as your Mr, Jester couldn't understand why you
weren't simply faskindted by the local belles, Mr., Johnston thinks
it's wonderful end terrible that I should be t. &t way, but he's
giving up all hopes for me bit by bit,.

=iyl

|
1

for gsome obscure reason I have Tteen feeling relatively
optimistic sgbout things in general lately- nrobably the enlivening
influence off mother's presence. Somehow I feel that it's just a mattery
of getting sbout things, and everything will turn out all right.
At the ssme time I realize sinkingly that all is just beginning.
But Williemdarlinglove, there will come a day when we shall see
other, won't there? Some day we shall go to lunch together and
to eesch other and be able to reach out and touch each other as
simply as nothing at all. This business will be_all over and in t.
remote past as soon as I see you for a moment, I know. It's so easy _
to forget unhappiness or discontent., Then everything will be sunny
and beautiful things will be twice as beautiful end the incredible
stupidity of the world in general will seem fundamentally simplyg
disposed of. We shall carry sanity and hg@fulness around with us
in a small invisible bag, and enjoy everyhting we do becamse we are
together and everything's rather new and exiting, or rather old
and pleasantly familiar, as the case may be. If you were 1o consult
me on the matter, I should undoubtedly say that all # is is some-
thing to fight for, something that must at all costs be womn, L
should also say that what is impossible and inconceiveable is a
life under the best of circumstances,without love &nd cemmanionshipy
I em perfectly willing to be quoted as having said sll this,
although I realize that there are very few people who don't already
know these things from experience., Has the thought ever struck you
that it is impossible ever to learn anything, even the most obvious
things in the world, except from having experienced them personally?,
It's =& ghastly situation, but everyone born must forcedly learn '
each trite, age-old bit of information all over again for himself!

Things ought to be arranged differently, so as to save time for the -

really important and difficult things that have to be learned. -;
Deary me, 1'm become dully philosobhical, Bear with me, a
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angel-pie, it's a passing phase, You're too sensible to get that
way, end too earnest. Did you realize that you were about to embark
on a life with a woman who has not yet discovered finally whether
cshe is earnest or frivolous? What confuses me is that sometimes I'm >
ghastly, horribly earmest and =t other timés I'm a particularly . ﬁar
ruesome flibbertygibbet, I hope you don't mind, love, I won't mind _©
ow you are, because I will love you so persistently that I will
wesve a cocoon around anything that might displease me about you-
if anythingx turns up later, So far nothing has, but it will probebly
tiws @t that you don't see anything in a poem I delignt in ob that '
you break out in a strawberry rash at the mere sight of red nail
polish, which I adore, in my frivolous way.

Marma and I are enjoying a ladys-lunch of iced coffee &and
salad with pumpernickel and cream cheese, Ladies get pleasure out
of differmt foods than gentlemen do, or hadn't you noticed? Which
accounts for the Tea Rooms that men find so nauseating and women love,
By the way, what kinds of food do you eat there in Lagos? I hope it's
not all silly cemned goods and ersatz nonsense., L still haven't gotten
used to cznned stuff-_even if it's good T still don't trust it. Sut
frozen foods ar'e wonderfully good, unfortunntely. I say 1 Tortunately
because I know I won't be asble to get them where wié will be living,
and go it is better for my morale to ignore their existance entirely.
Sorry to bore you with matters that can't possibly interest you, but
it all rahber fascinates me. Sometime if you remember you might tell
me what kind of things are availesble in the food line in Lagos, 80 L
can bropod happily over whatever I am going to get you for supper if the
dsy ever comes that I will have to worry sbout it, It's such a pleasant,
domestic little worry, 1'd like to be able to fondle it. "What in
heaven's name shall I get him for lunch? Can't have beens, because we
had them last night... Cen't have spinach- he doesn't like it, How
gbout acparagusS... etc., etc,” It's all very dull except to the init-
iated. Once again, bear with me,

I must come out of my warm domestic womb and emerge into
the world of work., It's slmost time to go to the airport. Darling, at

lezst one hurdle is behind us mow. One hurdle, and nine months. I
shall continue to love znd wait for you until we are together, -

N o

Y.S. {Ou Rz A DRRMN e« | loue You.
e A
PPS. TR BlLedsos 1S ur«+ RRouND)
ASTeR His OFEQAR TION.
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